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CHAPTER 4

CONCERNING FOUND ARTICLES

AND LOST ANIMALS

SECTION 1

Concerning Found Articles

Article 162- A person who finds an article
worth less than one Dirham can take posses-
sion of it.1

Article 163- If the article discovered is
worth one Dirham or more, the finder must
announce the find for one year; if the owner
of the article does not appear within this time,
the finder is empowered to keep it in trust or
to make use of it. In the event of his keeping
it in trust and being destroyed through no fault
of his, he will not be responsible for it.2

Article 164- An announcement of the
finding of an article consists in publishing
and advertising according to religious
requirements in such a way that the finding
of the article is brought to the notice of the
inhabitants of a place in a customary way?3

Article 165- Anyone who finds an article
in a deserted or ruined place, which is inin-
habited and which is not privately owned,
can take possession of such an article and
need not announce it, unless it is evident that
it belongs to modern times, in which case it
will be considered in the same way as other
articles found in inhabited places. [This rele-
gious rule does not apply to the items con-
sidered a national heritage.]

Article 166- If anyone finds an article on
another's property or on property that has
been bought from another and presumes that
the article belongs to the proprietor or the
former proprietors, he must inform them.

If these proprietors claim the article and
if there is some proof of their ownership,
the article must be returned to them.
Otherwise the finder must deal with the arti-
cle in the manner already prescribed.

Article 167- If an article found is not
durable but is perishable, it must be sold at a
reasonable price and this price will be con-
sidered as the property itself.

Article 168- If the article found no
longer exists when its discovery is reported,
through no fault of the finder, he shall not
be held responsible.

Article 169- When an article has been
found, any profit accruing to it belongsto the
former owner till such time as the finder has
established his right to keep it; after that, the
profits belong to the finder.

FFoooottnnootteess
1- As amended on 29 December 1982. A Dirham has
not been in currency in Iran for many centuries now,
but it has been mentioned in the 1982 amendment
because of its exact definition by Muslim jurists in
the past. It is defined as "half a Mesqal and one fifth
of a religious Mesqal of silver".
2- As amended on 29 December 1982.
3- As amended on 29 December 1982.
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